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Kosamale’s Story

For a long time, Kosamale was held hostage 
by alcohol and tobacco a bondage she could 
not break free from. She hopped from village 
to village in search of locally brewed alcohol 
and a steady supply of tobacco. Because of her 
addiction, she spent numerous nights away 
from home.  She soon became a stranger in 
her own home and to her family. Slowly but 
steadily, her addiction dragged her into poverty. 
All of the money that she made went toward 
satisfying her craving, which had evolved into a 
need. She was eventually unable to care for her 
family. When she realized the adverse effect 
her addiction had on her, she decided to seek 
deliverance. Religion came up as a potential 
solution, so she joined a local church. For two 
years, she sat in the pews every Sunday morning. She hoped that this would be enough to free 
her from the hold that alcohol and tobacco had on her. Her efforts became futile as time passed. 
Her cravings intensified, pushing relief further and further away.

Disappointed, Kosamale gave up and returned to what she knew. She made peace and adapted 
to her permanent way of life. She drank and smoked her way through life, without a care in the 
world.

On one rare occasion when she was home, Samuel, a TTI Church Planter, went to Kosamale with 
two evangelists to share the Word of God with her and this meeting would become a turning point 
in her life. They talked about God’s unfailing love, which drove Him to give up His only Son for 
our salvation. They continued to say that Christ did not come to condemn the world, but to save 
the world. Kosamale’s life flashed before her eyes, bringing her to the realization that she would 
perish eternally if she did not accept the freely offered gift of salvation. She realized that attending 
church did not bring her salvation because salvation can only be found in Christ.

From then on, her life took a turn for the better. She pulled out all the tobacco she had stashed 
and threw it all away.  She returned to church with a better understanding of the gospel. She now 
participates in all forms of evangelism reaching her community for Christ.



Chepkieny’s Story

Chepkieny was a young woman seeking 
to do what is right in an otherwise tainted 
environment. Her parents were deeply 
engrossed in traditions and alcohol, which 
severely affected Chepkieny’s upbringing. Her 
life was marked by violence, immorality, and 
pain from an early age.

When they decided it was time for her to marry, 
they chose a man who was no different. She 
hoped that she would be able to live a more 
fulfilling life in marriage, but this never came to 
fruition. Her attempts to live a different life were 
thwarted at every turn, but her perseverance 
kept her hopeful.

She then heard of a self-help group formed by some women in her village. She saw this as her only 
hope for a better future, so she jumped right in. The women did a variety of activities together, 
including going to church.

Lucy, a TTI Church Planter, came by one afternoon during their regular meetings to share the 
Word of God with the women present. As Lucy shared, Chepkieny reflected on how she struggled 
to do good on her own but could never succeed. She knew she needed help. She knew she needed 
Christ. She was ready to let Him help her get through it. With profound conviction in her heart, she 
surrendered her heart to Christ. 

She felt tremendous relief and dedicated her life to serving Jesus. She faithfully attends church 
services and volunteers in the choir and during evangelism. Her friends from the self-help group 
have become her most dependable source of support in her newfound faith.



Jeniffer’s Story

Jeniffer’s story is a well-crafted example of being 
in the right place at the right time. She was well-
known for her alcohol brewing skills which drew 
many people in and left them hooked. Every day, 
money that was hard to come by was wasted on 
mugs of alcohol at her establishment. The result 
was endless poverty and divorces throughout 
the village.

One fateful evening, as she went about her usual 
business, news of a police patrol reached her. 
She was afraid they would arrest her since the 
local brew she made didn’t meet the required 
health standards. Terrified, she quickly closed 
her shop and fled to a neighbor’s house. She 
found Samuel, a TTI Church Planter, sharing 
about the peace of Christ. She sat down to pass her time till the police left. However, she found 
herself listening intently to what sounded like her life story as Samuel preached. It dawned on her 
how much her actions affected the people around her. She realized that in her quest to earn a 
living, she left many homes distraught, and marriages broken. When Samuel had finished sharing, 
Jeniffer felt deeply convicted. That day, she boldly took the step to give her life to Christ.

Her life changed dramatically for the better. She became a member of the church and now serves 
as a praise and worship leader. Her testimony spread like wildfire throughout the village, and the 
local chief summoned her to help counsel those who were still struggling with alcoholism. She no 
longer uses her skills for financial gain instead, she uses them to win souls for His Kingdom.
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Nyamvura’s Story

A new day, a new ritual. This time, for an innocent 12-year-old girl to be initiated into what her 
parents held dear. Her name is Nyamvura. She is her parents’ only daughter, and tradition 
demanded that she go through this process. She sat and watched as a goat was slaughtered and 
used to perform strange rituals on her.  She cringed as bitter drinks she didn’t recognize were 
served to her. She was even forced to wear clothes she had never seen before. Nobody cared 
what she thought or felt about all of this, so she quietly yielded.

Nyamvura grew up to be a bitter woman who was constantly angry at everyone around her. Was 
this part of that plan? She had no idea. She fought everyone except her bottle of beer, which she 
always kept close. Her rage grew with each passing day, as did her love for the bitter drink that 
seemed to wash away all her sorrows.

Years later, she developed an unexplained desire to join her peers in attending church, but 
she could not bring herself to go. While running errands one day, she noticed Ruchocha, a TTI 
church planter, holding an open-air meeting. She joined in as he was talking about judgement 
and evil practices like witchcraft, which piqued her interest. She felt a wave of fear wash over her 
as she listened, and vague memories of that fateful day when she was 12 flashed through her 
mind. As inexperienced as she was at the time, she could not help but notice the resemblance to 
witchcraft.  She resolved to return home and learn more about the ritual she witnessed at 12. “We 
are responsible for your safety, which is why we performed that specific ritual. Failure to do so 
would put your life in danger,” her father explained.

She had never felt such a fervent desire to go to church there, she was prayed for, and she gave 
her life to Christ. She was baptized and joined the church and served however she could. Soon, 
she fell in love with a TTI church planter at the church. Convinced she was cleansed of all the 
effects of witchcraft, she got married and started her family.

Little did she know that her torment had not ended. She fought through nightmares every night 
till she had her 10th offspring. She sought the help of her husband and pastor and the fasted and 
prayed for her deliverance, but she remained tortured by her experience at 12. They decided to 
head to her parent’s home to better understand the source of her torture. Amazingly, she found 
her parents had already given their lives to Christ. Together they all prayed and for the first time 
since childhood, Nyamvura felt the weight lifting off her shoulders as peace took over. She and her 
parents are forever grateful to the saving grace of God and the continuous growth and freedom 
they have found in Jesus.



Dorika’s Story

Dorika’s circumstances led to her to prostitution at a young age. She was born into a pagan family 
but tragically lost both of her parents when she was three years old. Her aunt then stepped in to 
care for the little girl until she was old enough to care for herself.

Dorika’s aunt, however, did not live a moral life. She housed young girls who she taught to be 
sex workers in order for them to make money. Dorika became acquainted with and seamlessly 
incorporated this practice after a decade of seeing and living in this environment. For a long time, 
this was her sole source of income. The more she grew, the deeper she went.

When she saw TTI Church Planter, Katerine, preaching at a gathering near her home one day, 
she decided to listen in. What she heard pierced her deeply, and she was convicted of her sin 
and made aware of her need for salvation. She approached Katerine and asked to be guided in 
receiving this priceless gift of salvation. She gave her life to Christ and now rejoices in the peace 
that has come into her heart. She is even more grateful for the freedom she has received as a 
result of knowing her sins have been forgiven. Katerine continues discipling her as Dorika seeks 
to know more about God and His purpose for her life.

Ramazani’s Story

Ramazani, who was born and raised by devout Muslim parents, was determined to learn and 
practice all aspects of Islam. He attended all Madrasa classes faithfully and diligently, and he had 
a strong faith in Prophet Muhammad. He prayed as frequently as he was required to and never 
missed a service.

One day while out for a stroll, he noticed one of TTI Church Planters, Paluku, handing over what 
appeared to be a mobile phone to someone. He moved closer to satisfy his curiosity and heard 
someone speaking through the gadget. He decided to stay and listen to what was being said. Later 
he discovered that this was an audio Bible.

“I am the way, the truth, and the life,” Jesus said to him. “ Nobody comes to the Father except 
through me”, John 14:6. Ramazani’s mind was etched with the words of this verse. This was the 
first time he had heard of anything like it. He began to rethink his beliefs and practices critically. 
Convicted and repentant, he decided to give his life to Christ and let go of everything he had clung 
to. His life transformed and he became a new man. Despite being looked down on because of his 
new faith, he has no regrets. Instead, he continues to bear witness to God’s goodness to those 
around him.



TANZANIA

Mathayo’s Story

Mathayo is a young Tanzanian businessman who 
was raised in a Christian home. He worshiped 
God alongside his parents and siblings but had 
to leave home when he was 12 years old. His 
parents had sent him to help his grandmother 
who was an elderly widow.

Mathayo’s grandmother was not a Christian. 
She despised everything about Christianity and 
abhorred all its associated practices. Despite her 
old age, she openly drank alcohol and chewed 
tobacco.  Mathayo’s young, innocent mind was 
continuously exposed to this tainted lifestyle. 
Whenever his grandmother ran out of tobacco, 
she would routinely send him to get her more. 
She would even bring him to clubs with her 
whenever she went out drinking. His parents tried to take him back because they were concerned 
about what their son was being exposed to, but they couldn’t get past their grandmother’s harsh 
glare. They finally gave up and let her have her way.

His grandmother’s lifestyle gradually rubbed off on him, causing him to start indulging with no 
remorse. His faith faded away, and he stopped attending church or practicing his faith. Mathayo 
eventually dropped out of school. His way of life created animosity between him and everyone 
he lived with. While running his usual errands, he noticed TTI Church Planter Deus Joseph sharing 
the word of God with two of his friends. He quickly sat down under a large tree, ready to conduct 
business. Deus and his team began approaching him, and Mathayo, who was ecstatic, welcomed 
them as prospective customers.  To ease his expectations, they pretended to seek guidance, and 
as Mathayo spoke with them, they began intentionally sharing God’s Word with him. It took about 
two hours for Mathayo to admit to being convicted of the truth. 

Mathayo attests to the significant changes he has undergone since then. He became a member of 
the Church and even began sharing God’s Word with his grandmother. He remains hopeful that 
she will also surrender to Christ and be delivered from her lifestyle.  He is thankful for the holistic 
growth and restoration he has received from the Christian community.



Mariamu’s Story

For a long time, Mariamu had lived a life of 
torment. She and her family lived in fear and 
agony because of frequent attacks by evil 
spirits. Mariamu struggled with carrying a 
pregnancy to term. For her, pregnancy was 
always a bittersweet experience. Just as she was 
getting excited about having a baby, she would 
begin having severe stomach pains, followed by 
splitting headaches, swollen feet, and a constant 
lack of peace, which resulted in a miscarriage.

Because of this, she was constantly in and out 
of marriage (Marimu was divorced several times 
because she was unable to have children). When 
a pregnancy occurred, what had begun as a 
beautiful and happy union came to a screeching 
halt. All her physical and emotional pain caused her such anguish that she desperately sought 
help from local witch doctors. Despite Mariamu and her parents spending every penny they had 
nothing seemed to change for her.  

It was not until she met Meshaki, a TTI Church Planter, that she learned about free healing and 
complete restoration found in Christ. She could not believe it, knowing how much she had spent 
over the years with no results. She decided to give her life to Christ that day.  She did not hesitate 
to lay all her burdens at Jesus’ feet, and as a result, she received peace she had never known 
before.

Her life has never been the same since she made the decision to follow Christ. She is now fully 
recovered and healthy. She believes that God will provide her with a husband and enable her 
pregnancies to be carried to term. She is hopeful, and she serves faithfully at her new church.  
Mariamu keeps praying that her parents will give their lives to Christ.



Joseph’s Story

Anyone who worshiped and sacrificed to 
the spirits of the ancestors was guaranteed 
health and wealth. Joseph had known and was 
dedicated to this form of worship his entire 
life. However, the lack of a clear set of rules for 
this lifestyle led him to indulge in all manner 
of vices. His life was defined by conflict, greed, 
and general unruliness. If he wasn’t smoking his 
daily dose of bhang or engaging in fornication, 
he nursed his bottle of alcohol that never ran 
empty. Everyone who knew him detested him.

Joseph awoke early one morning to attend the 
weekly local auction. He sat in his usual spot 
with the people he smoked bhang with. When 
TTI Church Planter, Peter, noticed Joseph and 
his crew, he saw an opportunity to share the Word of God.  Peter approached Joseph and his 
team and sat with them. Moved by love and compassion, he began to share God’s word with them 
and engaged them in conversation. With a series of questions, Joseph aggressively countered 
everything Peter and his team said. After about an hour, he calmed down and succumbed to the 
conviction that was so strong in his heart at the time. He repented and gave his life to Christ. What 
began as a random auction attendance turned out to be the most significant turning point in his 
life. His life has changed for the better that day. He became a member of Peter’s church and is 
now a member of the local choir.



Grace Richard’s Story

Grace had always associated Christianity with 
infidelity. Because she was born and raised in 
an Islamic family, she was cultured to despise 
Christians. For her, Islam was the most superior 
faith, and she worked hard every day to live by 
what she read in the Quran.  Her faithfulness 
and diligence in the faith, however, did not yield 
much for her. She was recurrently tormented 
by evil spirits.

Yohana, Grace’s friend, invited her to his home 
for fellowship one evening. She accepted the 
invitation despite not knowing what to expect. 
When she arrived, she found TTI church planters 
sharing the Word of God. Curious, she eagerly 
listened trying to learn more about God’s love, 
which she had only heard about.

Every word that reached her ears softened her heart. A striking parallel for her was that in both 
Islam and Christianity, God is the one who will come to judge. Knowing how much she despised 
Christians, she was filled with remorse. By the time the sermon ended, Grace knew she had to know 
this God. Going against everything she previously believed, she yielded to the call and surrendered 
her life to Christ.  She was astounded by how gleefully they shared more about Christ.

When she returned home and told her family, there was an uproar. It was an abomination that 
she had abandoned her faith. She was furiously expelled from home, and all she could hear was 
mockery from the people she considered family. She cried out to God for help, believing that He 
was her only hope. And God answered her prayers! After some time, her family members softened 
their hearts and welcomed her back home, allowing her to practice Christianity. She is now serving 
in church and continuously prays that her family will come to the light of Christ.



Eliza’s Story

For a long time, darkness, pain, and strife defined 
Eliza’s life. She is the third child in a family of 
five.  Her life prior to Salvation was filled with so 
much turmoil from evil spirits that caused her 
unrest. Day after day, her family sought help 
from local witch doctors, all to no avail. A happy 
childhood, education, and joy became things 
she could only dream of.

One sunny Sunday, a TTI Church Planter paid 
Eliza a visit and shared about God’s unconditional 
love. He read from John 3:16, which filled her 
heart with so much hope. Convicted, she 
happily abandoned her previous life and gave 
her life to Christ. She honored the invitation to 
join the church and was overjoyed to fellowship 
with others and grow in her knowledge of Christ.  
She experienced the transformative power of 
God’s Word and total restoration.

Eliza’s family and friends were amazed when they witnessed the undeniable change in her life. 
She now boldly shares the Word of God with them, hoping that they too will accept the gift of 
salvation. Meanwhile, she devotes herself to the church serving in whatever capacity she can. Eliza 
is forever thankful to God for saving her soul and renewing her hope for the future.

Eliza Yohana ( In the middle with a black dress)



Janeth’s Story

Despite her firm belief in Islam, Janeth still 
struggled greatly with evil spirits. She was 
specifically haunted by the evil spirit ‘mahaba,’ 
who demanded sexual intercourse with her 
often. All of this caused her great emotional and 
mental anguish.

Her marriage was not spared by this never-
ending rollercoaster. it was riddled with 
squabbles. Their financial insecurity always 
resulted in arguments, which frequently 
widened the schism between them. Janeth’s 
husband was unable to keep any job he obtained 
due to the torment and attacks of evil spirits.

Janeth was about to give up when she met Zena, 
a TTI Church Planter. Zena identified with Janeth’s story because she had gone through similar 
experiences.  She shared the Word of God along with her testimony with Janeth. She prayed with 
her and encouraged Janeth to give her life to Christ so as to experience complete restoration and 
deliverance. Gladly, Janeth opened her heart to the saving grace of Christ. She was determined to 
keep pursuing Christ and accepted an invitation to join the Church Planted by Zena to learn more 
about Him.

Her husband, on the other hand, was not amused by Janeth’s new lifestyle or the faith she professed. 
He imposed a slew of restrictions to prevent her from growing in her faith, but she responded in 
prayer. She prayed relentlessly for her husband’s heart to soften. And God answered her prayers! 
Soon, her husband began asking her to pray for him. He also began attending the church services 
on occasion.

Janeth rejoices in the transformation she has undergone and hopes that her husband will also 
surrender his life to Christ.



Philemon Makandi (TTI trainer) with some first and 
second generation church planters

Training center led by Charles Mtamani

Church planted by Samweli Bakari  
(first generation church )
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Church planted by Philemon Makandi (TTI Trainer)
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