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WORKU’S STORY
Worku Kumsa felt compelled to share the Gospel with the people of
Assasa. He was passionate about seeing more people accept Jesus
Christ as their Savior and experience His deliverance, redemption,
and grace. It broke his heart to see many people trust traditional
religion (like witchcraft and idols), Islam, and even their own selves, to
live a meaningful life. He knew from personal experience that God’s
goodness and kindness far outweigh the alternative religions’ promises
of prosperity and peace.
So, when TTI disciple maker Shambel shared TTI’s vision of making
disciples and planting churches in Assasa, Worku jumped at the chance
to be a part of the movement. He never missed a training, and he
applied what they learned in the TTI book despite the difficulties he
faced along the way. Before long, he started to see the results of his
faithfulness.
He shared the Gospel to his friends, and when they came to faith, he
encouraged them to join him in taking the Gospel to more families,
businesses, alleys, and to all people in Assasa.
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WORKU, CONT.
People from all walks of life welcomed the Good News of Christ and
became disciples. Churches were planted as a result of their desperate
prayers, long walks in the scorching sun, early mornings, and late
nights.
One elderly woman in Assasa was so moved by Worku and his fellow
disciples’ desire to see the lost saved that she opened her home to
one of the new churches. About 42 believers gathered every week in
her living room to study the Bible and pray. They met to laugh, cry,
encourage one another, and exchange testimonies of people who have
come to faith and learned to make disciples—all in this place.
They have since stopped meeting at the woman’s house due to
threats from her relatives and the Islamic neighborhood. However, the
number of people coming to the Lord hasn’t decreased. The church has
expanded to 90 members who are dedicated to following Christ and
making disciples.

Want to meet a family whose lives
God redeemed and transformed
as a direct result of God using
Worku?
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Continue to the two next pages!

MAMITU & TESFAYE’S STORY
Mamitu is a married mother of two
children. Before she got married, she
always imagined how she would be a
respectable mother and a good wife.
However, when she married Tesfaye, her
reality was very different. Nothing seemed
to live up to her lofty expectations. Nothing
they attempted to do yielded any results.
Their inability to succeed led to bankruptcy.
When they resorted to plowing land as a
last resort, things got even worse. The crop
started out well, and there was a glimmer of hope. But a heavy rain fell,
and everything came crashing down. The farm was beyond repair. Their
labors were fruitless once more.
They were so distraught that they sought support from a local witch
doctor. After hearing the case, the witch doctor decided Tesfaye was
to blame for the misfortunes. “Your husband left his post at the witch’s
house, and this angered the spirits. He has to return, or else this will be
the fate of your lives forever!” The witch doctor firmly blurted.
Refusing to accept the witch doctor’s plan, they agreed to look for
other alternatives. They sold all their cattle and even traveled to Arab
countries to make money, but they were unsuccessful. Dissatisfied with
the way things were going, Tesfaye developed depression and illness.
Sorrow was their new normal, and they forgot how peace and joy felt.
At their wits’ end, Mamitu confided in one of her family members, who
is a believer. After listening carefully, he suggested that they give their
lives to Christ. She accepted Christ into her life and became part of a
church planted by Worku Kumsa, a local TTI disciple maker.
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MAMITU & TESFAYE, CONT.
Worku spent a significant amount of time
with her, discussing the Gospel and praying
for her. She grew more in love with Christ
every day as she learned of God’s salvation.
Her circumstances at home remained
complicated, but as she cast her burdens at
Christ’s feet and acknowledged His peace,
the burdens she carried began to lift. Back
at home, she told her husband all that had
happened to her, but he was apprehensive
about following Jesus. Despite his own
hesitation, he let her continue attending
church to strengthen her new faith.
Shortly after accepting Christ, Mamitu became ill. Amid pain, she
insisted that her husband take her to the weekly prayer meeting at
the church rather than the clinic, stating that she wanted to first trust
in God. Her husband honored her wishes and took her to the meeting
held every Wednesday.
Worku prayed for Mamitu, and as he was praying, Tesfaye felt a weight
lift from his heart and mind. He had never felt so relieved in his entire
life. He seemed to have finally let go of a burden he’d been carrying.
He was astounded not only by the profound effect the prayers had on
his life, but also by the fact that his wife said she felt better. Tesfaye felt
he needed to learn more about this sovereign God. He’d given Tesfaye
peace despite the fact that he knew little about Him and had refused to
accept Him in the past. He returned to the church to meet with church
planter Worku after taking Mamitu home that evening. Tesfaye gave his
life to Christ that night.
Their lives have taken a different direction, not because they aren’t
troubled by worldly issues, but because Jesus is their refuge and
confidence. With every rising of the sun, they feel the peace of Christ
flood their home as well as God’s blessing in their work. Mamitu and
Tesfaye have made a commitment to serve the Lord and to raise their
children in the Lord’s ways.
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Top left and right:
Mesfin (left) and Yitsedal (right),
Timothys mentoring their new
Tituses.
Center: TTI church planters
gather for training.
Bottom: Church plant being
instructed in God's Word.
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SUNG A MONG’S STORY
Mong belongs to the Hmong ethnic
community in a village in Vietnam. His family
believed in spirits and worshipped the spirits
of deceased ancestors. Whenever a dear
one in the family passed away, the bereaved
family and villagers gathered and performed
rituals; as part of their rituals, they indulged
in drinking. In this environment, Mong
started drinking at a very young age. On top
of this, he joined a group of friends who had a bad influence on him. He
grew addicted to alcohol and squandered all his money on it. He led a
corrupt lifestyle, becoming a rebellious, disobedient child to his parents.
One day, the TTI disciple maker named Sung came evangelizing in
the village; he visited Mong’s home. He began sharing the Gospel with
Mong’s parents. He encouraged them to believe Jesus would transform
their lives, and he shared Ezekiel 11:19: “And I will give them one heart, and
a new spirit I will put within them. I will remove the heart of stone from
their flesh and give them a heart of flesh.” He explained that God always
protects His own from Satan and sin. That’s when Mong arrived home;
Sung shared God’s love with him too. God spoke to them through Sung.
At that very moment, Mong and his entire family were convicted of their
sins. They chose to believe in Jesus, and they received Him as the Savior
of their lives.
Since surrendering his life to Christ, Mong is transformed. He quit
drinking and left his inappropriate friends. He now helps his parents farm
their fields, and God has richly blessed their finances. Sung and another
local pastor have chosen to enroll Mong in TTI training, and he’ll become
a TTI disciple maker soon. Mong is excited to join the training and preach
the Good News to the lost. He has grown in his faith with Sung’s help, and
he’s started sharing the Gospel with the villagers.
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HAU A LU’S STORY
Hau and his family believed in witchcraft
and spirits. His uncle, a well-known witch
doctor, passed away when Hau was very
young. One day, when he and his wife
were busy farming in the field, Hau saw his
dead uncle sitting in the pathway. Running
towards him, Hau suddenly fell to the
ground and became unconscious; from that
time on, he started behaving abnormally. He
grew absentminded and often wandered
off into the bushes. He jumped into fire
and stepped on burning charcoal without
getting burnt. All these incidents indicated that Hau was a witch doctor
just like his uncle, having gained access to the world of spirits.
One day, he paid a visit to his brother in another province. He happened
to meet a couple of evangelists who preached the Good News of Christ
to him. Touched by the message of the Gospel, Hau received Jesus as his
Savior. However, he still had nightmares: All his dead relatives called out
from a dark and eerie place, trying to force him to return to his old faith.
He was terrified and disturbed by these visions. One day, while attending
a TTI training, he met Pastor Vang and shared his traumatic experience.
Vang explained to Hau about death in detail from the Bible. He told him
that the visions he witnessed were evil spirits who had taken the form of
his relatives to deceive him and take hold of him. Vang assured Hau not
to be afraid because Jesus is with him always; He has set him free from
the bondage of Satan. Clearly understanding the true meaning of being
a Christian, Hau completely surrendered his life to Christ and began to
grow in his faith.
After he surrendered his life to Christ, Hau broke free of the nightmares;
he is a whole new creation in Christ. He exchanged his bad habits of
smoking and drinking for the ways of the Lord. He got baptized and
completed his TTI training. Now he’s a TTI disciple maker, worship leader,
and Bible teacher in the local church. God is using Hau for His glory.
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HANG A THANH’S STORY
Thanh belonged to a wealthy communist
family in Vietnam; his father was a
Committee Chairman of the village. Though
he is married with children, he let his parents
support his entire family in every way. Thanh
was an atheist, unaware of the truth.
Thanh had a certain a group of friends
who had a bad influence on him. They
all indulged in worldly pleasures such as
drinking, gambling, and sexual immorality.
Still unwilling to support himself, Thanh
borrowed money from his friends to fulfil these evil desires—but he
never returned it. His so-called friends got tired of his pattern. They all
deserted him, leaving him to lead a hopeless, miserable life alone.
It was during this difficult phase that another friend, a TTI disciple maker,
came to Thanh’s rescue. He comforted him and shared God’s love with
him. He explained to him that Jesus loves us unconditionally: He accepts
us the way we are, forgives us of all our sins, and grants us salvation
and eternal life if we believe in Him. The message of the Gospel pierced
Thanh’s heart, and he experienced God’s love. Convicted of his sins, he
repented and received Jesus as his Savior and Lord at that very moment.
Ever since, Thanh walks as a new creation in Christ. He left behind his old
sinful habits, started leading a life pleasing to God, and became a part
of the local church. He was passionate to learn more about Christ, so he
enrolled in the TTI program. The training has helped him to have a closer
walk with Jesus, and he desires to serve the Lord for the rest of his life.
After witnessing this radical change in Thanh’s life, his wife surrendered
her life to Christ too, but not everyone close to him accepted his
transformation. Due to his conversion, his parents and others in the
community flogged the couple. Amidst the persecution, Thanh and
his wife stood firm in their faith. They forgave his parents, and they
constantly pray for their salvation. Thanh has started a ministry among
the youth in his village and is now a youth leader in the local church.
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Anwara’s Story
Oko Anwara is a married man with three
children. He comes from Ugwuewu Ubam
in northern Nigeria and works as a welder.
However, due to Nigeria’s poor economic
situation, his business failed to make real
profits. Putting food on his family’s table
became difficult, eroding his self-esteem.

Anwara was depressed and deep in thought
when he met Ngozi, a TTI disciple maker. Ngozi reached out to him,
concerned, but was met with a cold shoulder. She didn’t give up; rather
she followed Anwara until he stopped by a tree and sat in its shade.
Anwara gave in to Ngozi’s persistence and opened up to her.
He lamented his severe pneumonia, his failing company, and his
experiences with false prophets. After hearing about his tragedies,
Ngozi invited him to come to the church she had planted. Ngozi not
only prayed for him, but she also shared the message of salvation with
him. She urged him not to place his trust in people, as he had done in
the past, but in God, who is faithful and dependable.
Anwara did not get saved that day but went home reflecting on every
word that Ngozi had shared with him. God shattered the walls in his
heart, and Anwara surrendered his life and accepted Christ.
Anwara now serves alongside his entire family at the church that Ngozi
planted. He loves assisting Ngozi in bringing the Gospel to those in his
village who are in desperate need of it.
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DEBORAH’S STORY
Deborah sobbed uncontrollably as her family
and friends gathered to console her. Her heart
was broken by the loss of her husband and her
children’s resulting sorrow. The couple faced
many difficulties in their marriage, but they had
also shared many simple joys. When they
couldn’t afford their next meal, his tenacious
spirit and inspiring words were invaluable.
Deborah pondered how she would care for her
four children on her own. As she contemplated
the brevity of life, she also wondered what
happens to people after they die.
About this time, she met a TTI disciple maker named Ataboh Noah, who had
planted a church a few miles from her home. Ataboh spoke words of hope
and told her of Christ’s great love for humanity. He gave her an audio Bible and
vowed to return to discuss what she’d learned from it.
Deborah excitedly placed the audio Bible on her wooden table, turned it on, and
began listening to it at home. She went about her everyday duties listening to
the Gospel of Matthew. As she learned about Jesus, she had more questions and
a desire to know Him. When she heard Jesus say, “Come to me, all who labor and
are heavy laden, and I will give you rest,” the weight of providing for her children
amid financial hardship and a failing business lifted. Jesus not only wanted to
eradicate the sinful things that prevented her from receiving Him, but He also
wanted to extend friendship and support. She could not really refuse such an
invitation.
When Ataboh came to visit her again, he told her how Jesus, God’s only Son,
came down to earth to save people from their sins. Deborah shared some of
the lessons she’d learned from the audio Bible, as well as her decision to accept
Christ as her personal Savior and friend. Ataboh prayed for her and welcomed
her to join his church.
Deborah became a part of Ataboh’s church fellowship. Her understanding of the
Gospel has grown with her continued discipleship, and she now has hope for a
better future in Heaven. She also understands that she doesn’t have to face her
problems alone, but that she can depend on God by listening to His voice in the
Bible and praying. With new peace of mind, she trusts God to provide the funds
she needs to restore her business.
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OKPANI’S STORY
Okpani’s 75 years had almost been fruitless.
His relationship with his children was
shattered. His grandchildren wanted to
spend time with him, but they avoided
him because he was always furious and
unwelcoming. His neighbors pitied him
for his life decisions, from when he was
a young man to his older years. Fellow
villagers knew him for his binge drinking
and for sleeping on the streets in rags. He
had no savings; he spent everything he had
to quench his thirst for beer. He couldn’t
even sleep without it.
When a TTI disciple maker named Nazareth came across Okpani,
he gave him an audio Bible to listen to for a week. So engrossed in
listening to the Bible, Okpani lost interest in drinking. He preferred
to endure the unpleasant withdrawal symptoms and listen to Jesus’s
words. For the first time in years, he went an entire week without
being seen at the local bar or intoxicated on the streets. This came
as a complete shock both to him and those around him—but it was
his heart’s reaction to the Bible’s truths that surprised him the most.
Ashamed of his sinful actions and mistreatment of those close to him,
Okpani yearned for the Savior’s touch.
By the time Nazareth returned, Okpani had lost interest in alcohol,
and his attitude toward people had softened. Despite the withdrawal
symptoms, he was able to sleep without the help of alcohol. When
Nazareth heard about changes in Okpani, he immediately recognized
them as the work of the Holy Spirit. Nazareth told him that the God who
was transforming him had already chosen him for redemption before
he was born. Okpani gave up the guilt and shame of squandering so
much of his life and embraced Christ.
He became a part of Nazareth’s church, where he has learned to love
others. He shares his newfound understanding of the Gospel with his
unsaved neighbors, who are stunned by his transformation.
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Top Left and Right:
(Left) New church plant in
Inburu. (Right) church
planted by Timothy Ataboh
Noah Kogi.
Center: TTI church planters
in Nigeria attending training.
Bottom: TTI church planter,
Erochukwu John, baptizes a
new believer.
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KHALIDA BIBI’S STORY
Khalida belonged to a Muslim family. When
she was widowed at a very young age, she
didn’t know how to cope. Attempting to
overcome her loneliness, she indulged in
smoking, drinking, and prostitution. She
led a miserable, sinful life. Many evangelists
visited Khalida to share the Gospel with
her, but she never paid attention to it. She
continued with her corrupt lifestyle.
One day her brother-in-law, a TTI disciple maker named Imran, visited
her to declare the Gospel again. He shared 1 John 1:9: “If we confess our
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.” This time, the verse deeply touched Khalida. The
Holy Spirit worked in her powerfully, and she felt the unconditional love
of Jesus in her heart. Convicted of her sins, she immediately repented of
all her sinful ways and surrendered her life to Christ.
A few days later, Khalida got baptized. She now spends much time in
prayer every day. Imran faithfully teaches her God’s Word and guides
her spiritual growth; she is so grateful to him for leading her to Christ!
Only through the Gospel could she reject her old sinful lifestyle and
become a new creation. Khalida commits to worship and serve Jesus
for the rest of her life.
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RAZIA BIBI’S STORY
Razia belonged to a staunch Roman
Catholic family. While she followed its
rituals religiously, she really led her life the
way she wanted.
Razia’s neighbor, a TTI disciple maker
named Shahbana, visited her home
regularly to share the Gospel with her.
Razia and her family initially remained true
to the Roman Catholic faith and resisted
Shahbana’s teaching about Jesus. Despite
their resistance, Shahbana never gave
up. She continued to visit Razia regularly,
preaching God’s Word and reminding her what Jesus said in Matthew
4:17: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” Little by little, God
used Shahbana to explain how Jesus is the only way to salvation and
eternal life. After six months of regular discussion and prayer, Razia
realized the truth. Convicted of her sins, she received Jesus as Savior.
Razia surrendered her life to Christ, rejoicing in the Lord’s assurance of
her salvation. She later got baptized too. While her relatives disapprove
of her conversion, Razia remains a part of the local church and prays
for their salvation. Shahbana leads a weekly Bible fellowship in Razia’s
home, helping her learn more about Jesus and grow spiritually.
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SIMA MUSA’S STORY
As far as Sima Musa was concerned, she
was the coolest kid in Serf-Jamus. Like
many other teenagers around the world,
she chased the perceived freedoms that
come with adulthood. But Sima didn’t just
dip her toes to test the waters; she dived
headlong into those turbulent seas. “I lived
like an adult. I went to witch doctors when
I wanted healing or protective charms,” she
says. Soon, she relied on the witch doctors for something more sinister:
They helped her cast spells on any man she wanted. All it took was the
target responding to her greetings, and he would be ensnared, following
her wherever she went and doing whatever she wanted. To her delight,
all the girls jostled for her company, and many men were at her beck
and call. Eventually, Sima decided she had all she wanted and dropped
out of school.
This all changed in February when she encountered Ermia Malika, a
TTI disciple maker. He is a student at Al-Zubir Itamana’s training center
located in Serf-Jamus West in the Nuba Mountains of Sudan. Sima
figured that he was a great target for her spell, but, to her consternation,
he began telling her about the Last Days. She listened as he shared the
message of salvation, and now she was the one who couldn’t turn away.
“I searched myself and saw that what I was doing was wicked before
God. I saw that Jesus will return and decided to accept Him as Savior.”
Now Sima is anything but cool. Her former companions have shunned
her. She does not have a bevy of men at her heel. Nevertheless, the
nineteen-year-old has never felt so grown up. She concludes, “My former
life was in vain. I have found new life in Christ Jesus, and I love to read
the Word and tell others about it. I will not change from this life. I am
free indeed!”
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SAMIRA TUTU JAMI’S STORY
Generally speaking, Sudan is a country
where it is difficult to advance the Gospel.
Church planters and field leaders like Musa
Babor have learned to trust that the Lord
will show them where to plant a seed, and
that He will use someone else to water it.
On September 19, 2020, Musa spoke openly
and confidently about the power of prayer
at a Bible teaching seminar at his church
in Lado East. One of those in the audience
was Samira Tutu Jami. She was not a
believer—she had been invited to the event
because she is a very influential community leader. Musa needed the
approval of the chief and leaders like Samira to convene the seminar.
Samira grew up in an Islamic household and followed the basic
teachings and practices of Islam, although she was not a devout
Muslim. When she got married, her new home in Salamat had the
same beliefs. All she knew about Jesus was that He was a good prophet,
but all Christians were infidels.
Musa’s teaching struck her heart, and she purposed to learn more
about this God. Two weeks later, she encountered a man she
recognized from the seminar speaking to some Muslim men. She drew
closer and heard a clear presentation of the Gospel. The man speaking
was Yagoub Jadaun, a student enrolled in Enouch Philipus’s TTI training
center. On October 8, she sought Yagoub out, and he prayed with her
as she gave her life to Christ.
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SAMIRA TUTU JAMI, CONT.
A few weeks later, in January 2021, Musa set out for Salamat region
to visit church plants and encourage the Christians there. He went to
Misiria, a village where there are no believers, and requested to show
The Jesus Film. The chief would have none of it and demanded that
Musa leave immediately. So Musa did what he has done many times
before: He went to the neighboring village, in this case Karanik. The
chief and an army officer both permitted him to show The Jesus Film.
Five hundred thirteen people watched the story of Jesus that night,
among them some young people from Misiria.
When Musa asked if anyone wanted to surrender their life to Christ,
no one made the decision. Still, Musa was not discouraged. He has
seen enough to know that his trip was not in vain. He had carried
80 audio Bibles to leave in the village, and as he was handing them
out, he witnessed two things that caused him to trust the Lord even
more. First, he saw a familiar face in the crowd. It was Samira, and he
understood that she was the one who had intervened to get permission
from the two elders. Second, he received a message that the chief
of Misiria wanted an audio Bible. Musa set aside twenty of them and
handed them over in Misiria as he rode out of Salamat. The Lord had
prepared the ground for Musa to plant a seed, and the Lord would, in
His sovereign might, cause it to grow.
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Pictures of 3 churches
planted by Timothys
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LATHA’S STORY
Latha belonged to a Buddhist family; she
and her husband meticulously followed all
Buddhist rituals. Having no children, the
couple adopted an orphan and treated her
as their own.

Over time, Latha and the child both
suffered from the torment of evil spirits.
They both became mentally ill as a result.
They sought witch doctors, offered animal sacrifices, prayed to their
gods and goddesses in hopes of being delivered from this bondage—
but all attempts to help them failed. The family was filled with despair
and hopelessness.
Two TTI disciple makers in their neighborhood, named Piyumi and
Chinthaka, learned of all this. They visited Latha and her daughter the
next day, shared the Good News of Christ with their own testimonies,
and prayed for the family. The pair continued to meet with them. They
shared more about Jesus, encouraged them to believe in Him, and
prayed for power to cast out the demons in Jesus’s name. Ultimately
the miracle happened: Latha and her daughter were set free from the
evil spirits. They found peace in their hearts, and they were healed of
their mental illnesses. Realizing this was the power of the Holy Spirit,
they believed that Jesus is the only true and living God, and they
received Him as the Savior of their lives.
Delivered from the bondage of Satan, Latha and her daughter found
freedom in Christ. They have become a part of the local church, and
Latha also completed TTI’s training herself. She is driven to share the
Gospel with the lost, to extend God’s Kingdom and glorify His name.
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WASANTHA’S STORY
Wasantha disliked Christians to the
core, even though his wife is a believer.
He also struggled with an addiction to
alcohol, drinking every day. As a result, he
often quarrelled with his wife. Eventually
she felt unable to bear this mental and
physical torture; she decided to leave
the house without informing anyone.
Wasantha attempted to find her but
failed. In his distressed state, he pushed
his children away too. One day, in a serious
neighborhood fight, Wasantha was badly
beaten. He became paralyzed through his injuries.
Wasantha was admitted into the hospital to undergo treatment for his
paralysis. That’s when his son-in-law, a TTI disciple maker, stayed with
him to take care of him. His son-in-law visited the other patients in the
room, sharing the Gospel and praying for them; many were healed
by God. As Wasantha witnessed all this, his stubborn heart began
changing—he wanted to hear the Gospel for himself. So his son-in-law
shared the Gospel with him, prayed for his healing, and invited him to
church. Wasantha gladly started attending. God spoke to him through
the sermons, and one day, he acknowledged that Jesus is the Savior of
the world. Wasantha surrendered his life to Christ!
Wasantha is now a part of the local church, and his faith continues
to grow. He knows he’s a new creation in Christ. Delivered from
alcoholism, he is free to live a life that’s pleasing to God. He still prays for
his wife’s return.
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HADI’S STORY
Hadi, raised as a Muslim from birth, began
learning the Quran at a young age. Islam
was everything he knew, and he lived his
life according to the lessons of that firm
belief. However, he struggled immensely
with meeting day-to-day needs. Hadi
ultimately traveled to Hamdallaye in search
of steady income.
While in Hamdallaye, Hadi’s situation seemed to deteriorate. He was
still unable to find a way to support himself, and not even the tiniest
chance had presented itself. Out of ideas, he gave up and resorted to
alcohol. Since remaining upright and responsible didn’t seem to be
paying off, he let fate take its course. However, not even alcohol solved
his problems. He became more desperate with each passing day.
His health worsened, and his friends abandoned him due to his bad
character.
Amid his difficulties, Hadi heard of a Gospel crusade in his area with a
local TTI disciple maker and decided to attend. Etienne’s Word on that
day ministered to his troubled spirit. Hadi was convicted, and he began
drawing closer to God by abstaining from alcohol for six months.
Furthermore, Hadi became a part of the local church and learned more
about the Gospel from church planters in his area. Hadi gave his life to
God on December 26, 2020. Unfortunately, he died on January 2, 2021.
While it was heartbreaking, those who knew him even a brief time find
great comfort and peace in knowing that he is now in Heaven with God.
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DAOUDA’S STORY
Daouda was a devout Muslim who lived in a
remote desert. He based his life on the Islamic
teachings and believed that Allah was the only
great god to whom all worship was due. He was
unquestionably committed to what he believed
and would never listen to someone who didn’t
consider this to be fact.
Regardless of Daouda’s strong faith, he and his
family lived in extreme poverty. Shelter, food,
and even drinking water were not guaranteed.
They had to walk miles in the scorching sun to
get something to eat or drink. Regardless of
how closely they followed their practices, their poverty worsened.
The lack of rainfall in their region resulted in widespread poverty and starvation
as they lost all sources of income. The cattle they so dearly loved were starving
and dying daily as a result of the severe famine.
Everything was agonizingly painful. Daouda sought employment as a servant in
a Muslim household to find a way out of this situation. However, what seemed
to be a fortunate turn of events became a nightmare for this young boy. It was
the proverbial leap from the frying pan into the fire. He’d have to carry massive
coolers of water on his head for long stretches barefoot for a pitiful return.
One day, while going about his daily life, he came across a group of TTI disciple
makers who told him something totally incredible. They told him about
God, sin, and how God sacrificed his only Son to save humans from eternal
punishment and sin. This was the first time that Daouda had ever heard the
Gospel. He was so taken aback by their words that he recorded everything they
said on his phone. When he returned and told his host what he had been told,
he was warned not to tell anyone else.
Tired of his boss’s abuse, Daouda resigned shortly after this. A few months later,
he was hired by Mr. Bourama, a Christian. He was influenced by the Bourama
family’s faith, which was so profound that they didn’t fear death. Their faith was
like that of the local missionaries he had met months before. Daouda made the
decision to dedicate his life to Christ after reflecting on what the missionaries
had taught him and watching his employer live out his faith. Since then, he
has been overwhelmed by God’s grace. He continues to fellowship with other
believers, and he spends every day grateful to God for His love and mercies.

28 | Mali

Top: TTI church planters prepare to
show The Jesus film in Mali.
Center: A screening of The Jesus
Film in a remote village in Mali.
Bottom: Individuals coming to Jesus
after watching The Jesus Film in
Mali.
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SOUNGALO’S STORY
You only had a chance to be friends with
Soungalo if you agreed to stay away from
any discussions about the Gospel. He was
a Muslim barber who publicly despised
Christ and everyone who spoke about Him.

Soungalo drank excessively because it
numbed his sorrows and gave him a feeling
of peace and pleasure, the so-called “good
life.” There was no better way for him to get through life.
Due to Soungalo’s excessive drinking problem, his health began to
deteriorate. Many other struggles followed him, leaving him disoriented
and deeply troubled inside. He desperately needed a way out, and he
needed it now. He wanted a real solution, not just a band-aid. This drove
him to do the unthinkable: He reached out to Nissan, a TTI disciple
maker in his village.
Nissan happily shared the Gospel with Soungalo, who decided to follow
Jesus after that. Since then, he has continued to go through a major
and lasting shift in his life, marked by quitting his former lifestyle.
His health started to improve, and he stopped focusing on fleeting
pleasures. Friends and relatives, some of whom were Muslims, tried to
convince him to abandon his new religion, but he refused. One relative,
who was a staunch opponent of evangelical churches, tried to convince
him to at least join the Catholic Church—but Soungalo was adamant
in his desire to obey Jesus. Soungalo is currently meeting with church
planter Nissan to learn how to read the Bible and pray. He is excited to
be baptized.
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KALIFA’S STORY
Kalifa’s heart was torn apart by the news of
his father’s death. He couldn’t understand
why a man he cherished and loved had to
die. As the days passed, he gave up trying
to hold his head up to get through school.
He quit.
His mother, on the other hand, was much
more concerned about how she would
provide for her family on her own. Kalifa
made a deal with a nearby shopkeeper to
meet their never-ending basic needs. He
offered to assist with sales for a monthly wage of 7,500 francs and food
on a daily basis.
He’d barely gotten a handle on his new job when another nervewracking experience struck. His mother, who was his only source of
support, committed suicide. For a young man who had already seen
so much anguish, suffering, and heartbreak, everything seemed
meaningless. Hope was merely a fairy tale. He felt abandoned and
alone, with no one to turn to as he had no mother, father, or siblings. His
days were overwhelmed with great sorrow, and despite his attempts
to survive and remain afloat, those who knew him despised him and
treated him as mentally ill person.
It was in this maze that Kalifa met Omar Ouattara, a TTI disciple maker
who led the Assemblies of God church. Omar shared the Good News,
which brought light to Kalifa’s gloomy life. The encouragement from
the Scriptures profoundly convicted him, leading him to accept Christ.
Kalifa started to see radical changes in his life after accepting the
Gospel. Finally, there was a ray of hope at the end of the tunnel! Omar
and Kalifa became such good friends that Omar went out of his way
to hire Kalifa, offering him 10,000 francs a month for his upkeep. Kalifa
now prays that he will continue to bless those around him and that he
will confidently share the Gospel with those who, like him, are in dire
need of it.
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Top Left: Evangelism during
the coronavirus pandemic.
Top Right and Center:
TTI church planters gather for
training.
Bottom: A church planted by a
Timothy named Bassier
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DAW A NGA’S STORY
Daw and her husband were Buddhists.
She believed in offering sacrifices to spirits
and visiting fortune tellers, hoping to
receive blessings, wealth, and success in
her life. All she got, however, were more
burdens, struggles, and worries.
One day, the TTI disciple maker named
Pa came to Daw’s home. He shared the
Gospel with Daw’s husband; within a few days, he chose to receive
Jesus as Savior. Pa continued his visits to share more about Jesus, but
Daw wasn’t convinced. A few weeks later, Pa invited her to watch The
Jesus Film. As she watched the entire movie, Daw was deeply touched
to see what the Lord did for mankind. She was fully convinced that
Jesus is the only way to salvation and eternal life. Without any delay, she
surrendered her life to Christ.
Following her baptism, Daw joined the local church. She attends Bible
study regularly, where her faith continues to grow. Although Daw and
her husband face many struggles, they have the hope, joy, and love of
Christ within to keep them going. They’re both grateful for God’s allsufficient grace, which makes them rejoice and praise His Name.
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MA BUDING’S STORY
Ma grew up in a Buddhist family. She
followed all its traditions, even performing
animal sacrifices and offering them to evil
spirits, in hopes of having a peaceful and
successful life.
Two months ago, she heard the Gospel
through a friend, the TTI disciple maker
named Kaing. As she heard the Good
News of Christ, the Holy Spirit convicted
her. She realized her Buddhist practices
were all futile and that Jesus is “the way,
the truth, and the life.” Ma experienced freedom, joy, and peace in her
heart which she’d never felt in years of following Buddhism. She then
received Jesus as her Savior.
Ma became a part of the local church and got baptized. Now that she’s
renounced her faith in Buddhism, she is dedicated to worshiping and
serving the one true and living God, Jesus Christ. Her faith continues to
grow as she reads and studies the Bible with her fellow believers.
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